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Sounds & Spelling
a i k l lh ly m n ng nh ny p r r rr rd rl rn t th ty u w y

a   as in father, not like in bat
i    as in pit or beet, not like in bite
u   as in put, not like in but
lh  as in love, but with the tip of the tongue between your teeth
nh  as in nose, but with the tip of the tongue between your teeth
th  as in tap, but with the tip of the tongue between your teeth
ly   as in million, not like in silly
ny  as in onion, not like in pony
ty  as in judge, not like in naughty 
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a i k l lh ly m n ng nh ny p r r rr rd rl rn t th ty u w y

a   as in father, not like in bat
i    as in pit or beet, not like in bite
u   as in put, not like in but
lh  as in love, but with the tip of the tongue between your teeth
nh  as in nose, but with the tip of the tongue between your teeth
th  as in tap, but with the tip of the tongue between your teeth
ly   as in million, not like in silly
ny  as in onion, not like in pony
ty  as in judge, not like in naughty 

ng  as in sing
r     as in parachute
r     a tapped r which sounds similar to ‘dd’ in ladder said quickly
rr    a long, rolled r which sounds similar to  ‘dd’ in ladder said quickly
rd    as in hard, with the tongue curling back in the mouth
rl    as in curl, with the tongue curling back in the mouth
rn   as in barn, with the tongue curling back in the mouth
k    this sound is between a ‘k’ kite and a ‘g’ gate
p    this sound is between a ‘p’ pass and a ‘b’ big
t     this sound is between a ‘t’ tin and a ‘d’ dog

These letters sound the same as in English: 
l (love), m (mother), n (nose), w (wet), y (yes) 



piyarri
pi.ya.rri



ant

piyarri



purralku
pu.rral.ku



brolga

purralku



katatharra
ka.ta.tha.rra



budgie

katatharra



karla-pintha-pintha
karl.a-pin.tha-pin.tha



karla-pintha-pintha
karl.a-pin.tha-pin.tha

butter�y

karla-pintha-pintha



puthi-puthi
pu.thi-pu.thi



cat

puthi-puthi



wakarla
wa.karl.a



wakarla

crow



madla-yapa
mad.la-ya.pa



madla-yapa

dingo



madla
mad.la



dog

madla



karrawara
ka.rra.wa.ra



karrawara

eagle



warrukathi
wa.rru.ka.thi





yatyaparra
ya.tya.pa.rra



yatyaparra
ya.tya.pa.rra yatyaparra

Finch



warri
wa.rri



warri

Fish



kilangkila
ki.lang.ki.la



galah

kilangkila



kapirri
ka.pi.rri



kapirri
ka.pi.rri kapirri

goanna



kukungka
ku.kung.ka



kukungka

hawk



mulpa
mul.pa



mulpa
mul.pa

heron

mulpa



watamungkali
wa.ta.mung.ka.li



watamungkali
wa.ta.mung.ka.li

watamungkali

ibis



kungarra
kung.a.rra



kungarra

kangaroo



tyarla-tyarla
tyarl.a-tyarl.a



lizard

tyarla-tyarla



puntha-puntha
pun.tha-pun.tha



puntha-puntha

mouse



wanpatyara
wan.pa.tya.ra



wanpatyara
wan.pa.tya.ra wanpatyara

owl



thampangarra
tham.pa.nga.rra



pelican

thampangarra



pirrinthi
pi.rrin.thi



pirrinthi

perentie



rabiti
ra.bi.ti



rabiti

rabbit



mayaru
may.a.ru



mayaru

rat



wadnangkani
wad.nang.kani



wadnangkani
wad.nang.kani wadnangkani

carpet snake



kuti
ku.ti



swan

kuti



yurnda-yurnda
yurn.da-yurn.da



yurnda-yurnda
yurn.da-yurn.da yurnda-yurnda

tadpole



kudnatyilti
kud.na.tyil.ti



kudnatyilti

waterhen



thinti-thinti
thin.ti-thin.ti



thinti-thinti
thin.ti-thin.ti thinti-thinti

willy wagtail



kungkadirri
kung.ka.di.rri



kungkadirri

yabby



ngampurru
ngam.pu.rru



yellow belly

ngampurru


